








c/o Richardson Gray
415 Townsquare Lane #208
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
714-348-1928

richardson.gray@yahoo.com

January 22, 2009
HAND DELIVERED

City of Huntington Beach
Economic Development Department
2000 Main Street

Huntington Beach, CA 92648

Attention: Jason Machado

Re:  Huntington Beach Downtown Specific Plan Update (the “HBDSPU”)

Draft Environmental Impact Report of December 4, 2008 (the “Draft EIR”)
and its Cultural Arts Overlay (the “Overlay”)

Dear Mr. Machado:

QOur Petition

We have enclosed a copy of our petition from six hundred forty (640) registered
voters who reside in Huntington Beach. If you need to examine the original of our petition,
please let us know. With such an enthusiastic response in the first few weeks of our grass
roots campaign, we expect that well over two thousand (2,000) Huntington Beach
registered voters will have signed this petition by the City Council’s public hearings on the
HBDSPU, tentatively planned for the summer of 2009. The substance of our petition reads
as follows:

“We recommend the following change in the Huntington Beach Downtown Specific Plan
Update Draft of December 4, 2008 and its Cultural Arts Overlay: The City should continue
and maintain for the long term the existing land uses on the Main Street Library site in
their present heights, sizes, and configurations.
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“For this Main Street Library site, we believe that the addition of a performing arts
or cultural center with a permissible height of up to forty-five (45) feet and four (4) stories,
and as much as twenty thousand (20,000) square feet in net new development, would be
incompatible with and substantially degrade the aesthetic quality of the immediate
surrounding area and its existing established residential uses. We think that no mitigation
measures are feasible to minimize these significant adverse impacts.”

Huntington Beach Downtown Residents Association

A group of Huntington Beach registered voters, all of whom have signed our
attached petition, recently has formed the Huntington Beach Downtown Residents
Association (“H.B.D.R.A.” or more simply, the “DRA”). Membership in our group is open to
any Huntington Beach registered voter who is interested in improving the quality of life for the
residential areas in or near downtown. Our motivation for creating this association is to ensure
that the concerns of residents regarding downtown receive a fair hearing with the City’s
government.

~ Inthe past, we believe that the City too often has provided inequitably favorable
treatment to downtown businesses and private developers, at the expense of the many
voters who live in or near downtown. With the DRA as a grass roots political organization,
we intend to take active roles in future City Council campaigns, working to elect candidates
who endorse our goals and striving to defeat those who pay too little attention to our
positions.

One example of the City’s apparent lack of sufficient concern for downtown residents is
its inadequate response thus far to the intolerable late night noise on residential streets from
patrons of bars along or near Main Street, especially on weekends during the summers. See the
attached copy of a cover story on downtown’s rowdiness from the August 14, 2008 Huntington
Beach Wave, a weekly newspaper published by the Orange County Register.

Another example is the issue at hand, the City’s proposal to degrade the only public park
in downtown away from the beach by developing a new monolithic structure on the public park
surrounding the Main Street Library (the “Main Street Park™). We are convinced that solid
residential areas surrounding downtown are invaluable in building and maintaining a
strong business climate along and near Main Street, in the same way that a pleasant retail
district provides an attractive set of amenities for residents and visitors of downtown.

Unlikely Feasibility of Cultural Center as Unwise Use of Increasingly Scarce Tax Dollars

According to the attached and highlighted January 1, 2009 front-page article from the
Huntington Beach Independent, a weekly newspaper owned by the Los Angeles Times, the City’s
Economic Development Director Stanley Smalewitz says that the proposed cultural center still





